As a JK teacher, I can see may uses for Skype with my program. The new Early Learning Kindergarten Program is designed around child-centred learning with a focus on the use of technology.

Due to the varied interests with in the classroom, my team is often looking for specific resources and/or expertise in a subject area or topic. The following lesson would have to be modified based on the availability as well as interest from community members and/or experts.

Lesson Outline:
Skype would be an excellent way to connect with someone who is an expert on a specific topic, and, at the same time, practice oral language, writing, and synthesizing skills. Together with the support staff, students will write simple, repetitive research questions for the expert, and practice orally reading them aloud with their peers and staff members. Then, they will ask their questions, while connected with the expert via Skype. Afterwards, students will draw pictures with labels of the new information they have gathered on the topic.

Expectations:
Students will:

1. Generate ideas for gathering information on a student-chosen topic (e.g., writing research questions);

2. Identify prior knowledge on the topic with the support of their drawings and support staff;

3. Orally present information for a specific purpose (e.g., practice and present their research questions);

4. Describe new learning through the use of drawings;

5. Communicate information with pictures and labels.

Plan:
DAY 1
1. Students will choose a topic and describe what he she knows about the topic with the support of a KWL chart and staff member.

DAY 2
1. With the support of staff, students will generate simple research questions on at least 2 ideas.

2. With the support of staff, students will record their questions on the KWL chart.

DAY 3, 4, 5
1. Students will practice reading aloud their questions with the support of staff, peers, and other students with in the school.

DAY 6
1. Students will connect with an expert via Skype and ask them their research questions.

2. With the support of staff, students will record new information on the KWL chart.

DAY 7
1. Students will draw pictures of their new learning and label them with the support of staff.

Here are a few other suggestions for lessons using Skype:

1. Students could practice reading their pre-decodable books with a parent.

2. Students could perform a musical rendition with musical instruments for another class.

3. Students could perform their retell of the story The 3 Little Pigs. Afterwards, another class could present another version of the story for my class.

