	Grade 6 Language Arts & Social Studies

	Students will identify the causes and effects of early European contact on the environment as well as the First Nations people. Students will choose an appropriate graphic organizer to display their findings. Students will also apply good research skills and strategies in gathering their information.



	Curriculum Expectations

	Language:
· gather information to support ideas for

writing, using a variety of strategies and

a range of print and electronic resources;

· confirm spellings and word meanings

or word choice using a variety of

resources appropriate for the purpose.
	Social Studies:
· use and construct a variety of graphic

organizers to clarify and interpret information;

· use appropriate vocabulary;

· identify the results of contact for both the Europeans and the First Nation peoples.



	Assistive Technology

	Smart Ideas 5.0 is a multilevel concept mapping software, which allows users to utilize both visual and textual options. Users can also integrate audio, video, photos, websites, and presentations in to their documents. There are collaborative options for larger scale projects and group work.

Smart Ideas can help all students organize their research. It reduces the number of papers and notes for which students need to sort through in order to add information to their final product. And, it doesn’t require the same amount of fine motor skills as hand written text.


	Special Education Students

	The 2 students who required special education support were diagnosed with ADHD. They had difficulty with attention, working memory, organization, and fine motor skills. In the classroom, it appeared as though these students were ‘lazy’; however, in reality, they found written and pencil and paper tasks very difficult, and therefore were disengaged from learning.

Both of their strengths were in receptive language. They could express themselves orally very well, but had difficulty transposing those ideas to paper.


	What the lesson looks like now

	Assistive technology often aids all students’ learning. So, instead of just the special education students using Smart Ideas 5.0, all the students in the class have the option to utilize the software; they may also choose to use pencil and paper as well.

The students will also require access to the computer lab and/or mobile lab in order to use the program. So, the students can now access the Internet to conduct their research, by visiting teacher-selected sites. 



